Reticent 

I don’t feel rebellious with you 
And I don’t know why and it’s disconcerting

Cause I’m so used 

To raging against the machine

I don’t know what to do when there isn’t one there 

I feel like I should go protect myself, go make myself safe

But there’s no danger

And when I try to push you away you look at me 

You see more than I mean you to 

Further in

And it’s like pushing air 

I just fall into it and feel more vulnerable than before 

But I love to decimate my image this way

And I can feel your love

But it is so raw it is too raw

Because it makes me realise how hurt I am 

Your sympathy changes me 

From a towering inferno to a girl who is out of control 

Who is running into tables and chairs 

All over the place 

I don’t know how to let you see what you see so much of
Cause I can feel your head inclined 

Towards me 

And your sorrow 

For me

Genuine and real 

Too real 

More real than I allow myself 

More truth than I let myself see 

A person who pretends to be strong 

Weaker than the honestly fragile 

I can feel the veneers drop down 

Where you know me more 

Than I let people know 

So hapless 

And changeable 

I want to run 

So you can’t keep looking at me this way

Cause you hit the nail on the head 

But you just didn’t know

How hard 
There’s no fooling you now 

And no fooling myself 

When I try to be strong 

You look at me like I’m a puppy

Trying to be something else 

And it feels pointless 

To go on with it 

I just stop 

I feel like crying 

Because I can cry 

And it’s okay to be soft

With you there 

But please don’t hurt me 

Or use this time to make it bad 

Please don’t reject me 

Or find a scrap heap to lay me down 

I can feel my openness 

To everything 

I don’t want to be with her 

Because it hurts 

It broke my heart 

And I’m scared 

You will break it too 

Every moment 

Brings me back 

There, to her, to that, to then 

And I don’t know who 

Was the worst friend 

Because I lied and hid away

And couldn’t say my pain 

Even as it killed me from within 

I didn’t trust her with it 

And never spoke a word 

Even as I bled out 

Now here 

With you 

I am afraid 

Of the quiet 

And what it means 

And what it felt like in the past 

But it has never hurt 
Here 

And I don’t know why 

Because I keep expecting it to

And that fear kept me away from you 

For so, so long 

I felt sure it would end 

In pain 

And hurt 

Because that is how it goes 

And I thought I would see your back 

And crumple at the sight 

Of you receding 

Into the distance

Or feel the burden

Of misunderstanding

And anger 

Directed at me 

All directed at me 

Like knives 

Feel like a terrible person

And worthless 

Less than you could know 

And you don’t hurt me here 

Like she did 

With me 

Instead of against  

You don’t hurt me 

Here 

Not here 

