Newbie

I feel less like a victim and more like I’m in control 
And that I was right for showing my soul 

For letting my jacket slip open a crack 

So you could see all that I can’t take back 

With measuring tape you looked at the length 

But took some time to see how far it went 

For the tried and tested to be beside 

Now you know what there is inside 

And the panic, the panic, all the consternation 

When you fell apart at the train station 

And begged me not to run you down 

But you sat on the tracks at the edge of the town 

You braced for impact to feel the force 

When you felt this had run its course 

To let yourself be torn apart 

You asked me to break your heart 

Swallowed your fear down into your chest 

A lump in your throat at the request 

Because you’re so quiet, so easy undone 

You shook but you stood to see it begun 

Beside yourself, you tore out your hair 

Lost in the sinkhole that opened up there 

But now you know what never could be  

When you took a minute and looked at me

Spinning, spinning, I fell in one place 

When you saw something else on my face  

Saw all the castles I hold in my hand

And the stars on spindles that I command

But for all the distraction that I weave and bob 

I cannot confuse you with what I rob
And knew from the start that the smokescreen 

Could not stand forever on land where you’ve been 

But so much easier than I thought 

I assumed a sell out soon would be bought 

But you didn’t lay claim and I was run through 

With the terror of all that you could do 

You just bow your head to the heart I laid bare 

Wondrous that I put it there

And I pack up my things to get far away 

Because now you know there’s nothing to say 

No more cards on the deck to play 

I was bluffing anyway 

Waiting for you to call me out 

Surprised you were so full of doubt 

And never raised the stakes to meet

The shakiness under my feet 

I kept up til the chips were down 

And Monopolyed you to the ground 

But you were so fragile there 

Telling me you didn’t care 

It didn’t matter who won or lost 

But you were carrying the cost 

I don’t know what struck it, what struck the deal 

I just saw what you didn’t feel 

And realised it was too late 

To try to avoid my fate
Once I set out upon this course 

No other outcome but remorse 

That it had taken me so long 

To figure out where I belong 

So I laid my ticket by your side 

Now I no longer have to hide 

The mountainous erupting my skin

With what I feel for you within 

