Mermaid Machinations 

I want what you have but I’m not what you need 
And living this way is merciless greed 

You walk far away and don’t call my name 

And still I live like I’m playing a game 

If this is love then it’s sadly broken 

Like a slot machine coin it’s only a token 

To give what you have to see what you get 

Tell yourself softly this is the best yet 

But you are far too good to be toyed with like this 

When I treat you so it’s your snowstorm I miss

Expanding in size with vigorous wrath 

To threaten and break all things in its path 

I can’t hide myself when you look like the sky 

And I am alone in this field where I lie 

To wash away puddles you pour down on me 

Each time that you speak I’m lit up with glee 

I want to be good so I can be good for you 

I want to know life so I know what to do 

I’d like even keel so I don’t sink your ship 

Be mermaid revolved to catch if you slip 

But you are a hero made of your own steel 

Don’t need a hand to ease what you feel 

You’re made of a strength I can’t convey 
And the most I can do is wander your way 

This was inspired by a few Gary Lightbody tweets. He was tweeting the lyrics of songs and this poem just came into my head. 

Here is some of the stuff he was quoting: 

“I’m working hard on walking out. My shoes keep sticking to the ground. 

My clothes won’t let me close the door. My trousers seem to love your floor.” 

Frightened Rabbit – Backwards Walk 

As well he said: 

“Just had a moment listening to Poison and Wine: “I don’t love you but I always will”. Brutal tenderness. If there is such a thing”. 

So those two quotes really pumped into this poem. Will have to listen to these two songs now. 

